AMERICAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCER. 


Vol. Iil. May 15, 1839. No. 4. 


Art. 1—CASE OF EXTRA-UTERINE 


We have been favoured with the following 
extract of a letter from Dr. Peyton R. Nelson, 
of Virginia, to our accomplished friend Dr. Macau- 
lay, of Baltimore, who was so kind as to present 
us, at the same time, with the specimen, from 
which the accompanying marginal drawing has 
been accurately taken. It is a clear case of extra- 
uterine conception of the ventral or abdominal 
class. As conception occurs in the ovary, if any 
thing interferes with the entrance of the impreg- 
nated ovum into the fallopian tube on its way to 
the uterus, it may escape into the cavity of the 
abdomen, contract adhesions with the peritoneum, 
and undergo a greater or less development. From 
.\ the dimensions of the fetus in question, it proba- 
7 bly sustained life until it had arrived at the age 
of eight or ten weeks, when vitalily became ex- 
tinct, and it acted as an extraneous body, giving 
rise to inflammation and the phenomena described 
in Dr. Nelson’s letter, It is not-so uncommon to 
meet with cases in which the fetus is discharged 
piecemeal through the parietes of the abdomen. 
We have never seen an instance in which it has 
passed through in as perfect a state.—Ed. 


~ 
+ 


[Extract of a letter from Dr. Peyton R. Nelson, of Gloucester County, Vir- 
ginia, to Dr. Macaulay, of Baitimore, dated March 27th, 1839. 


“This letter is accompanied with a specimen of extra-uterine fotation 
with which we in the country rarely meet, although with you in a populous 
city it may not be so uncommon an occurrence. The woman from whem it 
was taken is a negro, about 24 or 25 years old, who. had previously borne three 
children, the last about two years since. I was called to see her in Decem- 
ber last, when she complained of a pain in the left side which had existed 
for some time. Upon examination, 1 found that region considerably enlarged, 
but soft and pamper. it was a case in which I could form no indication. 
From the time of this examination six weeks elapsed when a tumoi formed, 
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about an inch to the left of the umbilicus, which, in a day or two, discharged 
about twenty or thirty ounces of bloody serum, mixed with pus of various 
consistence and colour. Fifteen or twenty days after the first discharge, the 
head of the specimen I send you made its appearance, and was extracted 
te in the course of an hour, the aperture through which it had to pass 

ing very small. I have preserved it as well as | could, but it is notwith- 
standing a good deal injured, being obliged to carry it fifteen or twenty miles 
on horseback. It is obviously an organised production. I have read of 
similar cases, but having never before seen one, you will much oblige an old 
friend, if you can spare the time, to give him your views of it. The ignorant 
here cannot be persuaded that it is a human production, but are fully con- 
vinced that it is a reptile, and caused by what they call tricking.” 


Art. {.—ON THE ENDERMIC METHOD OF APPLYING THE 
SALTS OF MORPHIA: WITH CASES AND REMARKS, 


BY DR. A. T. THOMsON.! 


Cases in which the salts of morphia were used endermically—Local and 
general vate of the treatment— The mode in which the remedies acted 
—Best plan of denuding the surface— Advantages attending the intro- 
duction of medicines by the skin. 


Mary Ann Marshall, aged 19 was admitted on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1837, She had been in the beasteel seven months before this time, but 
had enjoyed good health in the interval. She was attacked with aching 
and throbbing pain of the fingers of the right hand, extending up the arm, 
and soon lost all power of volition over the extremity, which now swelled, 
whilst the pain continued to increase steadily in severity until her admission 
into the hospital. The tenderness of the arm was so great that she was 
unable to bear the slightest touch, The tongue was clean, the pulse natural, 
the bowels were open, and the catamenia regular. For some days various 
means of relief were attempted, under the idea that the disease was hysteria, 
but without any advantage being derived. On the ist of December a 
moderate sized blister was applied upon the inside of the wrist, and one 
grain of hydrochlorate of morphia, combined with six grains of refined 
sugar, in fine powder, was ordered to be sprinkled, night and morning, upon 
the blistered surface. 

_ Dec. 3. The pain was much abated; and the susceptibility of the skin of 
the arm lessened. 

8. The pain was completely gone; but the face and the upper part of the 
neck and the shoulders were covered with a small pustular eruption. The 
inflammation of the face was considerable, and the eyelids edematous, 
obstructing the sight. The tongue was furred ; the pulse hard, and 120; the 
skin hot, and the thirst great. The use of the salt of morphia was discon- 
tinued ; and a mixture consisting of twelve grains of disulphate of quina, 
half an ounce of sulphate of magnesia, one drachm of diluted sulphuric acid 
and eight ounces of infusion of cinchona, ordered to be taken, in doses of 
two table-spoonfuls, every third hour. 

10. The swelling of the face was reduced, and the crusts of many of the 
pustules were falling off; but the eruption was extending down the back. 

15. The eruption had extended to the thighs, but it was now evidently 
on the decline: there was no return of the affection of the hand and the 
arm. 


‘Lancet, for March 23, 1839, p. 1. 
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31. She had remained perfectly free from pain since the 8th; the eruption 
had wholly disappeared. She was discharged cured. 

Case 2,—Jane Lawrence, aged 26, a cook, a single woman, was admitted 
into the hospital on the 30th of December, 1838. She bad been in the 
hospital three years ago, with acute rheumatism, but since that time she had 
remained in tolerable health, until three weeks since, when she found that 
on pressing the cicatrix of a wound, on the fore part of the left hand, which 
rod ve inflicted by the breaking of an earthen vessel, a peculiar suffocating 
sensation was experienced in the gullet, and a crowing sound elicited. 
These symptoms were augmented by taking food, and on the least exertion. 
Her appetite was nearly gone; the tongue was thickly furred; the pulse 
full, strong, hard, and 108; the skin hot and dry, but the bowels were open. 
She was ordered to be cupped between the scapule; to take immediate] 
afterwards a pill containing six grains of calomel, and to follow it up with 
a brisk black dose. After the bowels were freely opened, she was directed 
to take a pill containing half a grain of nitrate of silver, and two grains of 
extract of conium, every sixth hour; with one drachm of valerian in powder. 

Jan. 6. No improvement of the symptoms was obtained, although the 
nitrate of silver had been increased to two grains; but the tongue was 
cleaner. The pressure on the finger excited much pain, and the spasmodic 
affection of the gullet and the glottis was increased. A blister was ordered 
to be applied on the wrist, and a grain and a half of hydrochlorate of 
morphia, with six grains of refined sugar, to be sprinkled on the denuded 
surface, night and morning, daily. The internal medicines were ordered to 
be continued. 

13, Squeezing the fingér no longer caused the spasmodic action ; the tongue 
was re the pulse reduced to 84, and the temperature of the skin was 
natural. 

22. There had been no return of the spasmodic action, except for two 
days, after lifting a heavy weight, when it was found that the pain and the 
spasm were induced by pressure on the upper part of the spine, as well as 
on the finger, The blister on the wrist was directed to be healed, and 
another opened over that part of the spine where pressure ind*ced the 
spasm. The blistered surface was ordered to be sprinkled, night and morn- 
ing, with a grain and a half of acetate of morphia, and seven grains of sugar. 
She complained of great weakness, for the relief of which she took a 
moderate dose of sulphate of iron, in combination with extract of gentian. 

30. The spasmodic affection was gone; but pressure on the dorsal spine, 
and strong pressure in the course of the median nerve caused a peculiar 
expression of anxiety on the countenance, although neither the sensation of 
suffocation nor the crowing noise were te pag The pustular eruption 
had appeared on the back and shoulders. The use of the acetate of morphia 
was ordered to be discontinued. 

Feb. 2. She was discharged cured. ' 

Case 3.—Mary Thomas, aged 17, was admitted July 25, 1838. She com- 
plained of pain in the ankle, eccompanied with a sensation of heat and sore- 
ness, resembling, to use her own language, the action of a blister. It was 
increased on standing; and the foot was turned inwards, owing to the pain. 
The general health was apparently good. She was ordered to apply a 
blister on the pained part; and to sprinkle the denuded surface with two 
grains of hydrochlorate of morphia, mixed with six grains of refined sugar, 
night and morning. 

uly 24. The pain was much relieved, but not gone. 

August 5. The pain was considerably relieved. 

7. The pain was gone, and the foot returned to its natural position; an 
rr. rg appeared this morning, and extended over the face, shoulders, and 
chest. 

13. The eruption has disappeared, and the pain bas not returned. 

17. She was discharged cured. 
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These three cases (said Dr. Thomson, in his lecture) showed the effects of 
the endermic employment of the salts of morphia in local painful disease. 
The next two cases would illustrate their general influence. 

Case 4.—Hannah Barber, aged 40, was transmitted from Mr. Liston’s 
care to that of Dr. Thomson. She had been under the management of Mr. 
Liston for ulceration of the larynx, and had been treated with the local 
application of the nitrate of silver and blisters. .She complained of cough, 
which caused muco-purulent expectoration, and likewise of night sweats. 
The pulse was smal! and quick; the tongue moist and clean; the bowels 
open; and the catamenia, until the last period, when she passed overa 
fortnight, were regular. On examining the chest percussion was extensively 
dull on the left-side; the respiration was sonorous, with mucous and sub- 
mucous rales, and bronchophony. The impulse of the heart was sensible 
over a great extent of the chest. She was bled to twelve ounces, purged, 
and a mixture, with the compound powder of ipecacuanha, ordered to be 
taken once in four hours. A blister was applied between the scapula, and 
Fo ia with a grain and a half of acetate of morphia, night and morning, 

aily. 

Dec. 22. She was much relieved, until last night, when, the blister having 
dried up, the dyspnea returned, and the night sweat was very copious. The 
blister was again opened, and the salt of morphia used as before. The 
internal medicine was discontinued. The improvement was progressive 
until the 9th of February, when she caught cold, and the cough returned. 
It was discovered that she had discontinued the use of the salt of morphia 
since the 8th instant, as she complained that it caused headach and vertigo. 

Its ae a was resumed, and she was ordered to take an emetic once 
a week. 

23. She had been better in every respect, but she complained of sore 
throat and pain in the act of deglutition. The right tonsil was enlarged and 
py inflamed ; the cough had also returned. The emetics were ordered 
to be discontinued, and the use of the morphia to be resumed. The im- 
provement soon again became obvious. 

Jan. 14. The cough and dyspn@a were completely gone; she had no 
night sweats. The pustular eruption had appeared on the trunk of the body 
generally, and was rapidly extending upwards and downwards. 

16. Feels better than she has felt for years. 

_ 20. She was discharged cured. 

Case 5.—Chariotte Lott, aged 36, was admitted June 26, 1838, a single 
woman, a servant. About nine weeks ago she was seized with a violent 
pain of the right side, which felt, also, very tender on pressure,—symptoms 
which she ascribed to cold. She was bled twice, and blistered, by the medi- 
cal attendant of the family, but without any decided benefit. A fortnight 
afterwards, a cough supervened, which greatly augmented the pain in the 
side; it has gradually become worse; it now recurs in frequent and violent 
paroxysms, attended with severe dyspneea on lying on either side. She has 
tenderness on the right side of the chest, with dulness on percussion. The 
expectoration is muco-purulent, and the night sweats are copious; the pulse 
is small, and compressible ; the bowels are regular, and the appetite is good. 
The catamenia have ceased since the commencement of the attack. 

27. A blister was applied on the pained side, and the denuded surface 
sprinkled with a grain-and a half of hydrochlorate of morphia, and six grains 
of refined sugar, night and rears @ 

July 4. The sputa were diminished in quantity, and the cough was much 


13. The cough and perspiration were much abated, the sputa less purulent. 
27. Still improving. Let her take an emetic once a week. 
_ Aug. 7. The cough is not worse, but it is still severe. Another blister was 
applied to the side, and the same quantity of hydrochlorate of morpbia used. 
10. She was greatly better in every respect. She was not well. She 
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was discharged at her own request, as she wished to try the effect of 
country air. 

In lecturing on these cases, Dr. Thomson said that the pupils had had 
many opportunities of observing the plan which he had pursued in these 
cases,—and which he had extensively employed in private practice. He 
was anxious to offer a few remarks upon the subject, and to explain the 
manner in which he conceived narcotics operated, when they were thus 
administered. If we reflect (said he) how long a period has ceseid since 
medicinal agents had been applied to, or rubbed upon, the entire skin, and 
how much benefit had been derived from counter-irritants, it was remark- 
able that no advantage had been taken of the skin, as an inlet to medicinal 
substances capable of acting generally upon the system, until the year 1823. 
MM. Lembert and Lessieur, at that time, suggested what was termed the 
endermic method. They had some followers among continental! practi- 
tioners, but few in this country had ventnred to administer medicines in this 
way; and it was not too broad an assertion to affirm that it had been most 
unjustifiably neglected. Since he, Dr. T., had had the honour of being one 
of the physicians of the University College Hospital, he had lost no oppor- 
tunity of essaying the value of the endermic method, and he had seen such 
advantages derived from it, that he was most anxious to recommend it to the 
members of the profession, as well as to the pupils of the hospital. 

He was fully aware that, in clinical instruction, hypotheses should be 
avoided ; but, at the same time, the explanation of the manner in which 
remedial agents influenced the habit, if founded upon correct physiological 
principles, could not fail to be acceptable. His theory of the modus operandi 
of narcotics, when applied to the skin, previously deprived of its epidermis, 
was based upon that foundation; he did not claim for it more than its 
legitimate value. But, before explaining his opinions, he would mention a 
few circumstances relative to the best method of denuding the surface, and 
preparing the skin to aid the influence of the narcotics which might be 
applied to it. 

The most common method of raising the cuticle was the application of a 
blister; and since the introduction of the acetum cantharidis, we possessed 
a very rapid and efficient means of blistering. This might be also rapidly 
effected by means of a compound of four parts of lard ratbed up with six of 
strong liquid ammonia. The best mode of removing the cuticle was to 
apply over the blister an emollient poultice; the whole of the raised cuticle 
was, by this means, taken off, without that suffering, to nervous and irritable 
patients, which the ordinary method induced. The salts of morphia, when 
these were the narcotics employed, tended, in some degree, to promote the 
suppurative process on the denuded surface, and, consequently, to prevent it 
from cicatrising. Opium, henbane, and belladonna, operated in the same 
manner: but he had found that the influence of all of them, in that respect, 
was greatly augmented by the addition of a small quantity of refined sugar. 
It was not necessary to apply a large blister; on the contrary, as the quan- 
tity of a narcotic to be applied was small, the denuded surface needed not 
to be greater than it could cover. 

The full dose of the narcotic should not be applied at first, the irritant 
influence of some narcotics being so great as to cause inflammation in the 
part, and thence to check absorption. {t should be gradually augmented as 
the habit got accustomed to it; and when the desired effect had been pro- 
duced, the dose should be as gradually diminished. With respect to the 
part of the skin to which the narcotic was to be applied: when the local 
influence only was required, the blistered surface should be that directly 
over the seat of the pain; when the general effect was to be produced, it 
should be as near to the head as possible. One advantage of the endermic 
method over the internal administration of powerful narcotics was, that of 
obtaining the full influence of the narcotic without any chemical change being 
produced upon it, such as must, necessarily, often occur when it was taken 
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into the stomach: another was, that the digestive function was left undis- 
turbed: and a third was, the power which we possessed of restraining the too 
great activity of the narcotic by the application of an exhausted cupping-glass 
over the part to which it had been applied. For, although this would pro- 
duce no advantage if the whole of the narcotic was already taken into the 
system, yet, if the hurtful influence of it was displayed when it had been 
only partially absorbed, the cupping-glass effectually checked its farther 
absorption. 

Besides narcotics, he had advantageously administered other remedies by 
the endermic method; namely, strychnia, extract of colchicum, and iodide 
of iron; but he should confine his present remarks to the salts of morphia. 
In the greatest number of cases the hydrochlorate was employed ; but, when 
an anodyne influence was especial: ; desired, the acetate operated better, 
more efficiently in allaying pain, and in a shorter period of time than the 
Sverhion, probably owing to its deliquescent property. When the salts 
of morphia are applied to a denuded surface, they excite a burning heat in 
the part, a fact which might, @ priori, be expected, as all stimuli cause 
sensation in nerves, whether entire or mutilated, so long as the irritated 
portions maintain their connection with the brain or the spinal chord. In this 
case, the chemical irritant property of the salt acts on the excitability of the 
nerves, and causes pain ; ut, after a short time, the effect thus produced 
ceases, and the sensibility of the nerves is deadened. Some change, although 
not an obvious one, is produced in the material composition of the nerves; 
a loss of susceptibility of impression is the consequence, and neuralgic pains 
are thus lessened, or they wholly disappear. Now, were narcotics adminis- 
tered internally in doses sufficient to produce such effects, they would give 
rise to the same injurious consequences as result from morbid or excessive 
stimuli, and they would tend to annihilate the vital force ; whereas, when 
endermically used, much of their influence is exhausted in their loca! action 
on the affected nerves. That such a local action exists there could be no 
donbt; for, independent of the experiments of Humboldt, Miller, Wilson, 
Phillip, Brodie, and others, which had demonstrated the local influence of 
narcotics on the nerves, we cannot ascribe to apy general action, nor to 
absorption, either the influence of belladonna upon the iris, when it is applied 
to the eyelids, or that of carbonate of lead upon the wrists of those who work 
in lead, In these cases, although the narcotic reaches the nerves of the iris 
and those of the wrists by imbibition, yet it is evidently a local influence 
which is.exerted, for the pupil of the other eye remains unaffected, and 
although the wrists are omy ysed, the power ot volition over the nerves 
continues. Were any other proof requisite, he had only to mention the 
experiment of Miller. He dissected out the ischiatic nerve in toads, and 
left the leg connected to the body only by that nerve. He next immersed 
the leg and nerve in a strong watery solution of opium ; both were paralysed ; 
no contractions of the muscles could be excited by the galvanic, nor by any 
chemical stimulus. In another experiment, be immersed the bared nerve 
only in the solution of opium, after which the galvanic or a mechanical 
stimulus excited no contractions in the muscles, when applied to the upper 

rt of the nerve, but convulsions were produced when the nerves were 
excited from below,—a fact clearly demonstrative of the local influence of 
the narcotic. It is still further probable that in every instance where there 
is a general action of the narcotic, this is a dependant upon its absorption; 
or, in other words, that it operates through the medium of the blood, whether 
the narcotic be taken into the stomach, or applied to a denuded surface. It 
might be supposed, however, that, in that case, the influence of the narcotic 
in t 


e part was propagated through the nerves; but the experiments of 
Fontana and Wernschedt were sufficient to prove the incorrectness of that 
opinion. In the experiments of the latter, when the nervus vagus was 
divided on both sides, opium, introduced into the stomach, produced its 
influence upon the habit as readily as when these nerves were entire ; and this 
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result was confirmed by the experiments of Brodie, Emmert, Delille, Wede- 
meyer, and Viridet. 

These facts were sufficient to demonstrate that narcotics endermicall 
administered acted both locally and generally ; and from experiments whic 
he, Dr. T., had made, he had no hesitation in affirming, that when salts of 
morphia were applied to a blistered, or otherwise denuded surface, the 
narcotic might either exhaust itself locally, or it might be taken into the cir- 
culation, and operate upon the cerebro-spinal centres as rapidly as when it 
was introduced into the stomach. The time required for the imbibition of a 
narcotic thus applied, in order to reach the capillaries, and to enter the cir- 
culation, was stated by Miller, in his “‘ Elements of Physiology,” to be less 
than a second; and as the blood circulated through the whole body in half a 
minute, if Herring’s calculation was correct; or from one to two minutes, 
according to others, it was not assuming too much to suppose that a narcotic 
placed in contact with a part freed from epidermis, might be distributed 
through the circulating system in a space of time between half a mioute 
and two minutes. In some of the instances in which finely-powdered 
hydrochlorate of morphia was sprinkled over a blistered surface, the in- 
fluence of the narcotic was felt in the head in less than a minute. He might 
here enumerate the symptoms which indicated the general influence of the 
narcotic, thus applied, upon the cerebro-spinal centres; but he preferred 
leaving these to the details of the cases, illustrative of the practice which 
he had selected to lay before the students. He might, however, mention 
that when the nerves were topically affected, as in neuralgia, the general 
symptoms scarcely ever displayed themselves. 

Such was the physiological action of narcotics applied to the denuded 
surface of the body, which had hitherto been recorded; but there was 
another action produced by at least one of these, namely, hydroehlorate of 
morphia, which had not, to his knowledge, been previously observed, and to 
which much of the advantages derived from its application, in a therapeu- 
tical point of view, was to be attributed. He referred tw the production of 
a papular eruption, terminating in pustules, which spread from the imme- 
diate vicinity of the part in which the hydrochlorate was applied, all over 
the body ; and it was more or less attended with edema. In some instances 
the swelling, when the blistered surface was in the vicinity of the head, had 
been so considerable as to close the eyes, in a manner similar to that which 
oceurs in erysipelas of the head, It had also been attended with some 
degree of fever; and in a few iastances delirium bad displayed itself when 
the eruption had reached its acme. It seemed to operate as a most power- 
ful and efficient counter-irritant, without, apparently, interfering with the 
narcotic influence of the hydrochlorate. The eruption was a pustular one, 
and he had observed that the relief was most obvious as soon as the pustules 
were fairly formed; indeed, so striking had been the beneficial influence of 
this eruption, that he was inclined to accord with the remark of Dr. Jenner, 
that “every pimple with a vesiculated head had an errand to perform for the 
benefit of the constitution.” 

He had selected the preceding cases from a great number. The first 
three were intended to illustrate the local influence of the endermic appli- 
cation of the salts of morphia; the other two, their general influence. His 
object in bringing forward these cases was, to direct attention to the ender- 
mic practice, which promised many advantages; and which only required to 
be investigated to gain the support of British practitioners. 


Philadelphia Hospital (Blockley).—Dr. R. M. Huston has been ap- 
pointed one of the physicians to this institution, in the place of Dr. Brinckle 


resigned. 


j 
3 
aay 
3 
4 a 
¥ 
— 
> a ~ 
AS 
z 
i. 
4 
5 
- 


56 American Medical Intelligencer. 


Arr. II.L—CASE OF STOMACACE. 
BY A. WILLARD, M. D., OF GREENE, CHENANGO COUNTY, N, Y. 


[From the title we have given to Dr. Wi!lard’s communication, he will 
discover, that we class the interesting case, which he has detailed, under 
the affection. described by Richter, although, in reality, al! those he has men- 
tioned are congenerous affections, and have received the various names of 
Stomacace, Cancer Aquaticus, Noma, Cancrum Oris, Cancer Scorbuticus, 
Pseudo-cancer, Noma, Ulcus Noma, Labrisulcium, Cheilocace, Ulocace, 
Scorbutus Oris, Gangrena Scorbutica, Anthrax Gangrenosus, Aphthe 
Serpentes, Cheilomalacia, Stomatonoma, Stomatonecrosis, Stomatomalacia 
putrida Wigand, §c. The case of our correspondent differs but slightly, 
if at all, from many of the cases of stomacace which prevail epidemi- 
cally, at times, in the Children’s Asylum of the Philadelphia Hospi- 
tal. His treatment appears to have been most judicious. The whole 
reliance of the practitioner has to be reposed on the internal use of 
tonics and stimulants, and of antiseptic and cauterising agents externally. 
The great desideratum is to induce, as speedily as possible, a new action in 
the living parts situate beneath thé sphacelus, and to support the general 
system so as to enable this new action to be exerted with full effect — Ed. | 


Sunday Morning, Oct. 25, 1835, was desired to see Thomas Lansing, 
aged 16. He has been heretofore remarkably healthy, although his consti- 
tution has not seemed to be quite so firm and hardy as that of others of the 
same family—a family noted for uninterrupted health, and uncommon 
vigour and firmness of constitution. The patient complained of a degree of 
soreness and tenderness about the two middle incisors of the upper jaw, but 

_ said there was no paim of consequence; his face was much swollen; his 
upper lip was very tumid and hard; the gums were tumid, had a flabby 
appearance and feel, and were of a pale reddish colour; breath extremely 
fetid; skin very hot, feeling to the touch as if it had been heated by the fire. 
Pulse full, but having a soft, compressible, and sort of wavy feel; no pain 
in any part of the body, excepting the very slight pain in the jaw; appetite 


inner side of the jaw, and extended backwards along the junction of the 


Reis but little ; bowels costive. There was an ash-coloured spot over the two 

ey middle upper incisors, extending from the dental edge of the gum to its 
he ‘| ; junction with the lip, about a quarter of an inch in width, and seeming to 
i: ad 3 extend through the jaw. This ash-coloured spot was a little wider on the 


bones, nearly an inch into the roof of the mouth: the two front incisors were 

f somewhat loose. He was taken four days since with slight soreness and pain 

i} about the upper front teeth, but has not yet been so unwell as to be vag ct 

' | to the house, although he complains of a degree of languor and lassitude, 
} 


and an inaptitude for any exertion. But he had notwithstanding ridden 
fourteen miles the day before I saw him. His health previous to this attack 
had been good as usual. 
Preseribed a cathartic, acidulated drinks, and a very strong solution of 
perchloride of mercury as a lotion for the gaogrened part. 
. 26. Symptoms same.as yesterday—cathartic has not operated—repeat 
eathartic, 
_ 27. Cathartie has operated freely; evacuations natural in appearance. 
Heat of body somewhat less; pulse not quite so full, but still soft and com- 
ressible; face swollen as before; gangrene extending; fetor of the part 
intolerable. Prescribed solution of chloride of soda to diminish the fetor; 
cauterised the gangrened and adjacent parts freely with sulph. cup. and 
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Case of Stomacace. 57 


directed . strong lotion of the same to be used freely; acidulated drinks 
continued. 

28th and 29th. Disease gradually progressing, and on the 30th the gan- 
grene is seen penetrating he outer surface of the upper lip, which appears 
more swollen, the parts adjacent to the gangrene have a paler and more 
flabby appearance ; pulse reduced and soft. Prescribed sulph. quinine ; con- 
tinue the cauterisation and lotion of sulph. cup.—apply a blister over the 
upper lip. 

31st. Symptoms all worse; gangrene extending in the lip and jaw, 
although the blister has drawn well. 

Prescription.—Sulph. morph. and quinine in full doses; muriatic acid 
freely ; diseased part circumscribed by a free cauterisation with nitrate of 
silver. 

November 1. The gangrene has been making fearful ravages sinee the 
last date, although the remedies have been pushed to all reasonable extent. 
To day some petechiw have made their appearance on the breast. 

Prescription.—Creosote, one drop every four hours; it was also used as 
a lotion diligeatly. This remedy could not be procured sooner. Continue 
the other agents. 

4. Some slight mitigation of the general symptoms. Nature seemed 
making a struggle for the victory ; but although there appears to be an effort 
at one point to separate the dead part from the living, in others, the 

angrene is still advancing, and has attacked the septum and ale of the nose. 
inary parts of the nose and surface of the lips are dry, hard, and 
ack. 

5 and 6. Gangrene increasing; petechie more profuse, and to be seen in 
various places over the body and extremities. System sinking rapidly. 
Died on the morning of the 7th. 

During the progress of the disease, the patient was able to walk about his 
room till two days previous to his death ; and during almost its whole course 
he retained the perfect use of his senses. The ravages of the disease were 
indeed horrible—the four front teeth fell out, or were picked out by the 
patient himself—two thirds of the upper lip, the septum nasi, part of the 
ale nasi, at least one third of the roof of the mouth, including bones as well 
soft parts, were completely destroyed, so that his recovery, with the terrible 
disfiguration which must necessarily have been the result, was hardly to 
have been even hoped for. 

I am induced to report this case, inasmuch as it seems to me to be entirely 
different from any case of gangrene I have seen described in any book, or 
can in any way hear of. I know that there are to be found on the pages of 
some of the medical journals, summary papers in relation to gangrene, but 
most of those I have read describe a disease which differs in many essential 
articulars from the one I have described. Dr. Jackson, of Northum- 
erland, Pa., has described an affection which he calls gangrenopsis, or 
gangrenous erosion of the cheek. It differs, however, from this in the 
following, among other, particulars, It always commenced in the cheek, and 
thence spread (in the fatal cases) so as to destroy the gums and the bones 
of the face. 

It seemed to extend by a sort of sloughing process, the mortified part fall- 
ing off and leaving a gangrened surface, and it occurred in every instance 
in children of five years and under, and who had been reduced by previous 
disease. The disease I have described attacked an older and.healthy person 
—it commenced to all appearance either in the. periosteum, lining the 
sockets of the teeth, or in the ‘alveolar process itself; it seemed to extend 
uself by converting the adjacent parts to its own form without sloughing, 
and without forming at any time a distinet line of demarcation. ‘The dis- 
ease described by Dr. J. bears some analogy to hospital gangrene—this 
shows some resemblance to dry gangrene. ‘There is a disease described by 
many writers in the periodicals, and among others by Drs. Coates and 
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And of Philadelphia, under the name of canker, or gangrene of the 
oni, wtih seems sg be the same as that described by Dr. Jackson. Dr. 
Parr speaks of it in his Medical Dictionary, and Underwood and Burns in 
their treatises on the diseases of children. But none of these have described 
a owe mortification, but rather a sloughing or phagedenic ulcer. 

In No. 22 of the North American Medical and Surgical Journal, is a 
review of Richter’s and Heater’s works on gangrene of the mouths of child- 
ren, or as it is called by them aqueous cancer. In this review a whole shoal 
of learned Germans are mentioned, who have written on the disease in 
question. Dr. Richter considers it to be, in fact, a variety of what has been 
termed stomacace, which seems to be no other than a species of scurvy, 
in which extensive spreading and sloughing ulcers occur. He describes one 
variety of the disease which appears under a different form, and makes a 
Very near approximation to.the case I have attempted to describe. This, he 
says, commences in the lips or their immediate neighbourhood—the parts 
swell to an enormous size, and become hard ; the skin becomes shining and 
smooth, its temperature is increased, and it has a slight degree of redness ; 
a grayish spot makes its appearance, which soon becomes black, and in the 
space of six days spreads so extensively as to destroy life. Is this the same 
disease, identical with the case I have described? and if so, is it a legiti- 
mate variety of gangrenous erosion ?7—and again, what is to be done to effect 


acure ? 
A. Witiarp. 


Greene, Chenango Co., N. Y., April 3, 1839. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Dr. Pancoast’s Lecture on the Art of prolongit:g Life.' 

This lecture, as the title imports, was not destined for the medical pro- 
fession. It was addressed to general hearers in the hall of the Athenian 
Tustitute, a new and flourishing literary society in this city. Dr. Pancoast 
has placed before the laity much interesting matter, calculated to afford 
them useful information on topics which come home to the interests of every 
one. 


Report of the Insane Asylum near Frankford* 
; The present annual report is as favourable to the administration, medical 
and general, of the asylum as its predecessors. We have recently had an 
opportunity -of visiting the institution, and are enabled to speak in the 
strongest terms of its advantages. Full justice is done to the cases of the 
unfortunate patients who are its inmates. 


_ We extract from the report of the physicians the following judicious 
observations :—- 


“Throughout the past year, we have pursued the same course of mild 
treatment, combining medical and moral means, which has heretofore been 


The Art of Prolonging Life briefly considered. A lecture delivered before the 
Athenian Institute, Jan. 1839. By J. Pancoast, M. D. 8vo. pp. 40. Philadelphia, 1839. 

* Twenty-second Report on the State of the Asvium for the Relief of Persons Deprived 
of their Reason. Published by direction of the contributors, third month, 1839. 8vo. 


pp. 24. Philadelphia, 1839. 
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found most conducive to the restoration of the health of the patients under 
our care. Personal restraint is rarely found requisite, except in some cases, 
while the patient is suffering under the acute stage of the disorcer, when it 
is necessarily resorted to, until the violent symptoms are subdued. 

“In the report of last year, the manner in which the patients are occupied, 
and the various arrangements for their employment and amusement, were 
narrated in detail, pe it is now only necessary for us to say, that the same 
system is still pursued on both sides of the house with the same gratifyin 
results. In addition to the other sources of recreation heretofore provided, 
there has been, within the past year, a library opened, in a house recently 
erected at the lower end of the garden, and furnished with books, maps, 
drawings, specimens of nawral history, &c., which, to judge from the 
experience already had, bids fair to be of signal advantage to the institution. 
Here, such patients as are considered well enough to enjoy the privilege, 
are allowed to resort at suitable times, and it is gratifying to observe how 
much they enjoy themselves, while reading, writing, drawing, &c., with- 
drawn from the interruption of the other inmates of the house. 

“The more the sources of amusement and employmentare multiplied, the 
more readily are we enabled to meet the peculiarities of every case placed 
under our care, and consequently the more likely to conduct din to a suc- 
cessful issue. Exercise, when judiciously regulated, is in most cases found 
highly beneficial, after the acute stage of the disease has subsided. We are 
therefore careful to promote its use, and gladly avail ourselves of every 
occupation or diversion which, by holding out inducements to the patients 
to engage in them, secures to them this powerful auxiliary to convalescence. 
Great difficulty, however, is experienced in finding any employment for 
many of that class of our male patients who have never been accustomed 
to engage in any og requiring active exertion or labour. Being unwilling 
to opeogine the kind of work which many others of the patients engage in, 
unfit to occupy much of their time in reading, and not disposed to enter into 
the ordinary amusements, a large portion of the day is too often spent by 
them either in discontented murmuring or listless inactivity. Such of this 
class as have a taste for flowers, may, in the proper season, be occasionally 
induced to engage in horticulture; but it is during the winter months that 
the greatest difficulty is found in providing occupation for them. : 

“In most cases there is no stage of insanity which demands more assiduous 
care and watchfulness than when the brain begins to free itself from the 
diseased action under which it has been suffering, and is returning to the 
healthy performance of its functions. The application of moral treatment, 
so as to promote the advance of convalescence after disease has been 
arrested and improvement commenced, requires no little tact and discrimi- 
nation. To detect the first glimmerings of returning reason, to lead the 
mind from the contemplation of its delusions, to restrain the excesses of per- 
verted imagination, and cherish the revival of the moral feelings, call for 
more discretion and judgment than is often to be met with in those who 
are commonly employed to attend upon the insane. Hence it is of the 
greatest importance that the physician should have some one under his 
direction who can understand and apply the course of moral treatment 
which he wishes to be pursued, and with whom he can safely entrust its 
conduct when he is necessarily otherwise engaged. In this respect we are 
perhaps quite as well provided as other similar institutions. It would how- 
ever be a cause of gratulation to every one anxious to promote the welfare 
of this afflicted portion of our fellow creatures, if persons of better educa- 
tion than those who are usually employed as caretakers, would qualify 
themselves for the station, and by receiving a liberal remuneration, be- 
induced to devote their lives to the attendance upon the insane. 

“The experience of every year adds its weight to the importance of the 
advice which we have so often repeated, that persons afflicted with insanity 
should be placed under treatment in some proper institution, upon the 
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development of its very first symptoms. The difficulty of cure increases in 
an immense ratio with the time allowed to elapse after the disease has cow- 
menced, and too often irremediable injury is sustained before any well- 
directed effort is made to arrest the disorder. We would, therefore, once 
more urge upon those with whom the responsibility may rest, the necessity 
of resorting to some institution prepared for the treatment of the insane, for 
the restoration of the unhappy object of their care aod solicitude, upon the 
the first disclosure of the approach of mental alienation.”’—p. 16. 


Harris’s Dental Surgery.' 


The object of Dr. Harris in writing the work before us was to promulgate 
the information, which he had obtained by an extensive experience, on 
mechanical dentistry more especially. We can recommend the work to the 
perusal of the members of the profession as capable of instructing them in 
the means and appliances employed in a part of the art of surgery to which 
they are in the habit of devoting but little attention, and on which they are, 
consequently, slightly informed. 

The volume is illustrated with three lithographs, representing the mode 
of mounting and attaching artificial teeth. 


Dr. J. B. Beck’s Valedictory Address? 


Like every thing that proceeds from Dr. J. B. Beck, the present address 
exhibits much excellent discrimination. Its main object is to inculcate the 
necessity of mental discipline in the pursuit of medical excellence. 

We exiract the following remarks, respecting the truth of which there 
ought not to be one dissenting voice; neither would there be, were they, 
who give utterance to the sentiments animadverted upon, themselves 
imbued with true learning. Such sentiments are, indeed, commonly the 
emanations of a vain, meager, and uninstructed mind, incapable, from 
natural incompetency or habits of indolence, of attaining, the all-essential 
information which it deprecates :— 


“Not merely, however, ought the student who aims at distinction, to have 
his mind properly discipline by general studies; but he ought to aspire to 
the character of a man of learning in his profession. By this I do not mean 
that he should be well versed in the mere elements of his profession. This 
may be accomplished without mach difficulty, simply by the study of a few 
text-books, intended to save the student the labour of thought and enquiry. 
Important as this kind of knowledge undoubtedly is, it is not worthy of the 
dignified name of learning. When I speak of Cuming as applied to medi- 
cine, [ mean, that a man should be extensively read in the best authors who 
have written on the various departments of his profession. He should not 
confine himself to the writers of one age, or one country, or one language. 
In a word, he should have ranged over the whole field of professional 
knowledge, as he finds it embodied in the recorded labours and researches, 
not merely of the present, but of past generations. It is only in this way 
that he can justly hope to attain to the title of true learning. In pursuing 


! The Dental Art, a Practical Treatise on Dental Surgery. By Chapin A. Harris, 
M. D., Surgeon Dentist, (with a motto.) 8vo. pp. 384. Baltimore, 1839. 

2 Valedictory Address to the Students of Medicine in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the University of the State of New York. Delivered Feb. 28, 1839, by 
Join B. Beck, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence in the 
University of the State of New York. 8vo. pp. 24. New York, 1839. 
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this course it is not necessary that every book should be read, or that all 
books should be read with equal care. Lord Bacon says, ‘some books are 
to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some to be chewed and digested ; 
that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not 
curiously ; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and atten- 
tion.’ Ne rule is deeper laid in common sense than this. Whoever has 
run over, with an attentive eye and a discriminating judgment, any portion 
of professional literature, cannot but be forcibly impressed with the fact, 
that a large proportion of writers are the mere copyists of those who have 
preceded them. Ina thousand different shapes and ways the same materials 
are wrought up, to suit the existing idéas of the day, without the addition of 
a single new idea. It is only now and then, and at immense intervals, too, 
that a work of profound and original merit bursts upon the view. Now, the 
practised student and the man of disciplined understanding will, almost at 
a glance, be able to seize upon the true value of a book, and extract from it 
what may be essentially useful. In this way a labour, apparently endless 
and hopeless, comes within the reach of ordinary industry and capacity. 
“You will doubtless meet with many, even in our own profession, who 
will endeavour to persuade you that learning is of no great importance ; you 
will be told that it may be an an accomplishment, but nothing more; that 
some of the best practitioners never read. Such notions as these are ex- 
ceedingly prevalent, and unfortunately exercise an influence most extensive 
and fatal. They cannot, therefure, be too early counteracted. With regard 
to the objection, so startling at first, that good practitioners never read, I need 
not stop to tell you how mistaken such an opinion is. If the origin of it be 
traced, it will be found to proceed from men who wish to use it as an ex- 
cuse for their indolence, or a cloak for their ignorance. You might as well 
say that a man may be a good practitioner who never thinks. Learning sup- 
plies the materials for thought, and the one is just as necessary to make even 
the good practitioner as the other. If you enlarge your views of the physician 
and consider him not merely as the practitioner, but as aiming at the exten- 
sion and improvement of medical science, the importance of learning 
becomes still more apparent. It.is only in this way that he can become 
acquainted with what has been actually done by those who have gone 
belore him, and unless he possesses this kind of knowledge, he will con- 
tinually be placed in the unenviable light of promulgating discoveries which 
have been made centuries before. Time and labour will thus be wasted in 
vain. But it is not merely knowledge that he will thus acquire. As he 
eruses the writings of the great masters who have advanced our science, 
he will make an acquisition still more valuable. He will become familiarised 
with their modes of thinking, and with the modes in which they investigated 
and ultimately arrived at the discovery of truth, and this is the capital ad- 
vantage of studying the great and original authors in our profession. A 
summary of what these men wrote or discovered may easily be obtained 
from a common dictionary or encyclopedia, but this is not what you want 
merely. You want to study the mind and genius of the men, as displayed 
in the investigation and exhibition of truth. You want to do what the artist 
does, when he travels to foreign lands to study the great models of sculpture 
and architecture, in the hope that he may catch some of the spirit and genius 
of their authors. What I would then urge is, that you should not be content 
merely with the results of learning; as recorded in text-books, but aspire to 
become familiar with the modes in which great minds attained to these re- 
sults. In doing this, do not confine yourselves to the moderns. Improved as 
medicine is at the present day, you will nevertheless find in the older writers 
much to reward all the labour which you may expend upon them. You will 
find unrivaled descriptions, extensive observations, and ingenious reasonings. 
Even from their errors you may extract much profit. You will find what 
the’ causes were, why men of such acute genius so frequently erred, and 
how their errors have been corrected by the introduction of a subsequent 
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and sounder philosophy. Every student, then, who aims at future pre- 
eminence, ought to make up his mind to go through an elaborate course of 
prmerip. and study of the great masters of our art.. The orily way to accom- 
plish this is to begin early. Youth is susceptible of impression and im- 


. provement, and it is then that the mind can receive its bias from study. 


Nor should the moral influence of such a course be overlooked. In taking 
up the writings of an author who has stood the test of time, and whose 
renown has only been augmented by the lapse of years, the student feels as 
if he were on hallowed ground, and his mind must inevitably become 
elevated and improved.”—p. 16. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


Observations on the Nature and Treatment of Nevus. By Frevericx 
Tyarret, Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, and to the London Ophthalmic 
Hospital.' Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society, Tuesday, March 12th, 1839.— 
The author begins by observing, as the result of much experience in the 
treatment of this disease in the last few years, that, of the many plans of 
treatment which have been suggested by their inventors, none are exclu- 
sively applicable to every form of the disease. His object, therefore, in his 


present communication, israther to point out the description of case to 
which each method is adapted, and to indicate the rationale of its action, 
than to offer any new plan of his own. With this view he considers—Ist. 
The nature of the disease. 2d. Its varieties, pointing out the seat, the posi- 
ba oe progress and consequences of each form, if allowed to run its course. 


he different modes of treatment in present use; and, 4th. The proper 
application of these means. When the disease is purely cutaneous, not 
extending at all to the subjacent cellular texture, he recommends the form- 
ing a belt around its margin on the sound skin, by means of concentrated 
nitric acid, and afterwards imbuing the surface of the growth with the same 
liquid: at once, if small; but if of great extent, by repeated applications 
made to a small portion at a time. The author holds, however, that the use 
of escharotic applications should be confined to those cases which are purel 

cutaneous, since in those which extend more deeply, the agency of the aci 

stops short of the deeper-seated parts of the tumour, and, consequently, 
when the superficia! part separates by the ulcerative process, hemorrhage 
may be expected to ensue. For the destruction of the subcutaneous form, 
as well as that of a mixed character, he recommends the injection into their 
substance of stimulating fluids; but he points out a very important prelimi- 
nary step which, in his opinion, will prevent those accidents that have 
sometimes attended the too wide diffusion of the injected fluid ; viz., suppu- 
ration and unsightly puckering of the skin after the cure. This plan consists 
in cautiously injecting a sanil rtion of a saturated solution of alum into 
the surrounding cellular tissue, before any thing is done to the nevus itself, 
with the view of producing its consolidition, and thus preventing the exten- 
sion of the disease by the excitement to be afterwards induced io the tumour 
oS the injection of the stimulating liquid into its own substance, as well as 
the undue diffusion of the fluid. Cases are detailed of the successful em- 
ployment of this practice. The author speaks highly of the ligature, as a 
means of relieving a great variety of forms of nevus, but expresses his fear 
that setons passed through the substance of the tumours may be productive 
of hemorrhage which, in young and delicate subjects, would be dangerous. 


! Lancet, March 23, 1839, p. 25. 
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Sir R. Brodie had treated small subcutaneous nevi, in situations where it 
was advisable to avoid the scars which would follow the use cf the ligature 
or the knife, in the following way:—He melted some nitrate of silver in a 

latinum spoon, and dipped into it the blunt points of two or three probes, 
whieh, being withdrawn in-the space of a few seconds, were found to be 
coated with the caustic; he then made one, two, or three punctures, accord- 
ing to circumstances, in the nzevus, by means of a small instrument resem- 
bling a lancet, and into these punctures he inserted the armed probes, and 
allowed them to remain for a minute or two, until the nitrate became 
decomposed by acting on the structure of the nevus; he had a little oil in 
readiness in order to counteract the too violent effect of the caustic. In this 
way inflammation was set up, and the tumour became consolidated. In 
general one operation was sufficient to effect a eure, in other instances the 
proceeding required to be repeated twice, or more frequently, the pain attend- 
ing Which was very slight. In the case of a child who had a large nevus 
extending over the greater part of the face, and in which a variety of means 
had been resorted to, the application of nitric acid among the rest, he had 
pursued the above pian in a part of the tumour; in the other portion he had 
broken up the net-work of vessels, by adopting the proceeding recommended 
by Dr. M. Hall. A perfect cure ensued, although an ugly scar remained on 
the part to which the nitric acid had been applied. He had also treated 
successfully, by this mode, a case of an ugly subcutaneous cellular nevus 
situate at the extremity of the nose. He punctured it in several parts, and 
then introduced the probes. Some slight puckering of the skin where the 
caustic had been inserted were the only marks which remained. Whilst 
speaking on this subject, he might also allude to another kind of marks very 
commonly found upon the face, and consisting of little stellated patches of 
blood-vessels. Generally speaking these went away when left alone, but 
persons in high life frequently complained of them as blemishes, and re- 
quested means to be adopted for their removal. When looking at these 
spots through a glass it was easy to discover one or two larger vessels enter- 
ing into and supplying the net-work, which spread out like the web of a 
spider. Having found the supplying vessel or vessels, he placed on them 
the end of a small probe, and if he found that the red spot entirely disap- 
peared, he proceeded thus: he divided the vessel by a minute puncture, and 
then destroyed it by inserting a piece of caustic potash, scraped to a very fine 
point; he then introduced a small quantity of vinegar, in order to prevent 
the caustic extending its influence beyond a certain limit. 

Mr, Cesar Hawkins, in allusion to the use of steel needles as recom- 
mended by the author of the paper, in the treatment of nevi by ligature 
suggested that the old silver needles would not require the nipping off o 
their ends, and would not, therefore, be so likely to produce irritation. Nevi 
generally consisted of a mixture of arteries and veins; occasionally, how- 
ever, they were entirely venous. He had seen a congenital case of this kind, 
in which the disease occupied the back of the head and neck, and extended 
down as low as the scapule,—the tumour consisted of branches given off 
from the post-aural, occipital, and lingual veins, There was no discolora- 
tion of the capillaries, and no pulsation. The child was now seven years of 
age, and the tumour increasing. 

Mr. T. B, Curling rose to notice one of the objections which the author 
of the paper had advanced against the treatment of nevi by setons, and 
which consisted in the fear he entertained of the occurrence of dangerous 
homorrhage. Now he (Mr. C.) had used the seton in a great number of 
eases of nevi, no hemorrhage, except such as was readily stopped, taking 
place; he thought, indeed, the great advantage of the treatment by setons 
consisted in its freedom from the occurrence of hemorrhage. The treat- 
ment by ligature was objectionable; for, even though it might cure, it left 
an ugly scar, and was not free from danger. In a case in which the crossed 
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Syarerne were applied, the child perished in a few days, from the occurrence 
of great constitutional irritation. The mode of treatment by injection, he 
believed was originally proposed by Mr. Lloyd. There was one source of 
danger from this proceeding, for as it was necessary that very strong caustic 
should be employed, there was fear of its making such an impression on the 
larger vessels as to be attended with danger. Ina case treated on this plano 
the patient died almost instantly, probably from the above cause. In what 
way did Mr. Tyrrell guard against the occurrence of such an accident? Mr. 
. Lloyd, for this purpose, had recommended the use of a piece of pasteboard 
with a piece the size of the disease removed from it. 
Mr. Tyrrell considered that the explanation given in the paper, of the 
" precautions he took for preventing the occurrence alluded to by Mr. Curling, 
was sufficient. He Seine T.) had thete stated that he invariably consolidated 
the surrounding cellular tissue before he interfered with the tumour itself. 
In two cases in which he had employed the injection the disease was much 
reduced in size before he touched it, proving the influence of the consolida- 
tion around. He thought this plan quite as successful as the one recom- 
mended by Mr. Lioyd. He (Mr. T.) did not bring forward his plans as 
perfect, but merely as the resu!t of his own experience. He regretted that in 
the reading of the paper the secretary had left out the most important case, 
which had been treated by the application of nitric acid. In this instance 
the nevus was cutaneous, occupying part of the superior eyelid, the whole 
of the left cheek, half of the upper lip, and extended up to the septum nasi. 
Tartar emetic had been employed, and part of the disease had been destroyed 
by it, but it was extending in other directions. He circumscribed the 
boundary. line in this case, the nevus being very large, at two distinct 
riods. This | pcm. was followed by no extension of the disease. 
e then painted over the surface, piecemeal, with a brush dipped in the 
acid, and touched the neighbouring portion to the last, at each successive 
application. In this way hemorrhage was avoided, and, after five or six 
applications, the disease was removed, there being only here and there a 
light contraction of the skin, consequent upon the use of the tartar emetic. 


Medical Department of Cincinnati College.—The number of students 
in this institution during the last session was 112; of whom 52 were from 
Ohio; 14 from Alabama; 11 from Kentucky; 10 from Indiana; 2 from 
Illinois; 1 from New York; 1 from Louisiana; 7 from Mississippi; 5 from 
Tennessee; 4 from Virginia; 2 from Pennsylvania; 1 from Arkansas; 
1 from Missouri, and 1 from England. 

The number of graduates was 27. 


Medical Department of Transylvania University.—At the last session 
211 students matriculated; of whom 106 were from Kentucky; 25 from 
Tennessee ; 19 from Alabama; 10 from Mississippi; 8 from Virginia ; 7 from 
Georgia ; 5 from North Carolina; 5 from Missouri; 4 from South Carolina; 
4 from Maryland ; 3 from Arkansas; 4 from Illinois ; 3 from Indiana; 2 from 
Ohio; 2 from Louisiana; 2 from Pennsylvania; 1 from New York, and 1 
from Texas. 

The number of graduates was 54. 

Great efforts are making by proper buildings, an infirmary, &c., to render 
the instruction in medicine even yet more effective. 
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